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TO: S/CCT - Armin H. ~ e & r  

FROM: AF - Claude G.  ROSS@ 

SUBJ: Libyan Ambassador's Involvement w i th  Ter ror i sm 

REF: Your Memorandum of  November 2 8  

I s h a r e  your concern  w i th  t h e  FBI r e p o r t  which 
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  Libyan Ambassador i s  connected w i th  -?I 

\ 
p o t e n t i a l  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  U S .  W e  b e l i e v e  
Qadha f i  was i n i t i a l l y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t e r r o r i s m  f- 
o u t s i d e  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  Arabs shou ld  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on g u e r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  aimed d i r e c t l y  
a g a i n s t  I s r a e l  and t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s .  However, 

q \ ~  

a s  you p o i n t  o u t ,  t h e r e  i s  growing ev idence  Qadha f i  i s  \A 
w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t e r r o r i s m  o u t s i d e  t h e  Middle E a s t  
which,  i n  h i s  view, may have become a neces sa ry  i f  

i 
temporary exped i en t .  A s  Embassy T r i p o l i  ha s  po in t ed  
o u t  i n  a  r e c e n t  a i rg r am (A-176 of  2 3  November, a t t a c h e d )  

y7 
Q a d h a f i ' s  approach towards t e r r o r i s m  i n  g e n e r a l  has  n o t  
been unambiguous. 

Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  I am a f r a i d  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  w e  can 
s a y  now d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Libyan Ambassador auout  p roper  
d ip loma t i c  conduct  which would n o t  p o s s i b l y  r i s k  
compromising t h e  FBI r e p o r t .  W e  may, however, have 

'-. 
occas ion  t o  t a l k  w i th  t h e  Libyan Ambassador i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e  on ano the r  s u b j e c t .  I f  s o ,  w e  may be  a b l e  t o  
make some g e n e r a l  remarks dep lor ing '  t e r r o r i s m  which i s  
s o  o f t e n  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  i n n o c e n t  t h i r d  p a r t i e s .  
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SUMMARY: The T r i p o l i  d a i l y  newspaper, al-Fgj@ a l - J ad id ,  on 

1 

November 14 ,  1972 f e a t u r e d  a news r e p o r t  hetfvily l a r d e d  wi th  
e d i t o r i a l  con t en t  r ega rd ing  t e r r o r i s m .  The subs tance  of t h e  
r epo r t age  is t h a t  t h e  LARG, whi le  i t  must defend and j u s t i f y  
t e r r o r i s t  o p e r a t i o n s  mounted by P a l e s t i n i a n s  and t h e i r  
sympathizers ,  s e e s  l i t t l e  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  Arab Cause accru ing  
as a r e s u l t  of t hose  ope ra t i ons  and would s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r  .. 
t h a t  Fedayeen o p e r a t i o n s  be conf ined t o  I s r a e l  and t h e  
surrounding Arab c o u n t r i e s .  Al-Fajr may be regarded ,  i n  
our  view, as an  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  mouthpiece f o r  t h e  Qadhaf i  
regime. Lamentable, t h e  paper  gave no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
LARG is prepared t o  u se  its moral and f i n a n c i a l  ing luence  
w i th  t h e  Fedayeen t o  r e f l e c t  its r e s e r v a t i o n s  about "unl imited 
t e r r o r i s m .  " 

Al-Fajr Report 

Under t h e  h e a d l i n e ,  "Secret  Decis ions  of t h e  American 
Government? a g a i n s t  Arabs Residing i n  t h e  United S t a t e s , "  
T r i p o l i ' s  d a i l y  a l - F a j r  a l - J a d i d  November 14 ,  1972 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t ' t h e  "huge wave of anti-Arab propaganda now 
sweeping Europe and t h e  United S t a t e s  is d i r e c t e d  i n  
g e n e r a l  a g a i n s t  t h e  Arab S t a t e s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a g a i n s t  
LAR." Al-Fajr  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h e i r  "comrade 
commandos" from "enemy p r i sons"  by t h e  Luf thansa  h i j a c k e r s  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  commandos sought  asylum i n  LAR 
sparked t h i s  propaganda and t h e  " v i o l e n t ,  anti-Arab measures 
by governmental and s e m i - o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Europe 
and t h e  United S t a t e s "  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Arab s t u d e n t s  and 
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l a b o r e r s .  

Al-Fajr  reproduced p a r t  of an  a r t i c l e  pub l i shed  r e c e n t l y  
by t h e  Washington S t a r  and head l ined ,  "Secre t  Memo of t h e  
S t a t e  Department Restricts Arab V i s i t s  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s . "  
The S t a r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s e c r e t  USG d e c i s i o n s  " aga in s t  t h e  
Arabs-" w e r e  implemented beginning October 19.  Al-Fajr  
a l so  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  r e s o l v e  of S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  Rogers t o  
" p r o t e c t  every  Z i o n i s t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  l i q u i d a t e ,  
a l l  e lements  suppo r t i ng  t h e  Arab Cause, c o n f i s c a t e  a l l  
Arab' p u b l i c a t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  Arab Cause and s i l e n c e  
eve ry  vo i ce  suppq r t i ng  t h a t  Cause, p a r t i c u l a r l y  among Arab 
s t u d e n t s  in 'American U n i v e r s i t i e s . "  The US a i m s  a t  making. 
Arabs i n  America f e e l  t h a t  everyone moving and speak ing  
i n  f a v o r  of t h a t  Cause is s u b j e c t  t o  s u r v e i l l a n c e  by 
American I n t e l l i g e n c e , . a n d  a t  subduing and h u m i l i a t i n g  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s  of Arab s t u d e n t s  w h i l e  b o l s t e r i n g  Z i o n i s t s 1  
f e e l i n g s  of p r i d e  t-hat they  en joy  American suppo r t  of 
t h e i r  S t a t e ,  t h e  paper  s a i d .  

Moreover, a l - F a j r  charged,  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of North 
Ca ro l i na  "Arab s t u d e n t s  -- i n c lud ing  e i g h t  Libyans -- 
were s u b j e c t  t o  r i d i c u l o u s  q u e s t i o n s  such as, 'Why does 
Libya h e l p  t h e  Commando Organ iza t ions?  What do you know 
about  t h e s e  Organizations? Do you know any P a l e s t i n i a n  
s t u d e n t  he re?  Do you promise no t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
Problem? Do you have any c i r c u l a r s  o r  p i c t u r e s  o r  s t a t e -  
ments r ega rd ing  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Cause?"' 

LAR P o s i t i o n ?  

Al-Fajr  i n  commenting on t h e  above, a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
United S t a t e s  and B r i t a i n  w e r e  "motivated by Z i o n i s t  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t a k e  advantage  of what they  ca l l  'Te r ro r i sm ' ,  

. i n  o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  committing of more a c t s  of agg re s s ion .  
"It is s t r a n g e  t h a t  they  f o r g o t  t h a t  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  were t h e  
f i r s t  peop le  t o  u s e  t e r r o r i s m  through t h e i r  t e r r o r k s t  bands 
of I rgun ,  S t e r n ,  and Hagana." The paper  asked ,  "What 
b e n e f i t s  a c c r u e  t o  t h e  Arabs as a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  acts of 
t e r r o r i s m ?  A r e  t h e  Arabs g e t t i n g  any b e n e f i t s ? "  "Of 
cou r se  no t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Arabs are t h e  only  ones harmed 
by these t e r r o r i s t  o p e r a t i o n s . "  

I 

"In  f a c t "  a l - F a j r  conc ludes ,  t h e  Arab S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  LAR, b ea r  w i t h  deep c o n v i c t i o n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
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towards the just Cause of the Palestinian Arab People 
whose home has been usurped by Terrorism; their struggle 
to restore their homeland cannot be described as 'acts 
of terrorism'. Based on that conviction, the LAR received 
the Munich commandos. 

Comment: Al-Fajr's editorializiiig reveals the quandry the 
LAR is facing on the issue of terrorisa, On the one hand, 
Qadhafi disapproves of terrorist operations in foreign 
countries outside the "proper field of battlet' -- Israel 
and the surrounding Arab countries: Qadhafi believes that 
the fighting against Israel should be carried out bg 
unified commando organizations on the basis of "the , 

nationalization of Commando activities". He sees acts 
of terrorism against Zionists in foreign countries as 
harmful to the Palestinian Cause because they provoke . 
hostility against the Arabs and tend to increase disunity 
among the several Commando organizations. Moreover, the 
behavior'of the LAR's top leadership towards terrorists 
over the last several months tends to confirm RCC displeasure 
with their operations. Tripoli's media made quite a;point 
of the fact that the LARG did not itself ask for the 
return of the corpses of the commandoes killed in Munich. 
Rather, private Libyan citizens reportedly initiated and 
financed the arrangements for the funeral in Tripoli and 
no RCC member took part in the attendant ceremonies. 
Also, it was noteworthy that during the time the Lufthansa 
hijackkrs were in Tripoli, including the occasion of their 
press conference, no RCC members were on hand. Indeed, 
there was no public mention of any contacts between them 
or members of the RCC or the LARG. 

On the other hand, foreigners' suggestions that the LARG 
take steps to "punish or extradite" such terrorists -- 
described locally as "Commando heroes" -- excites ,the 
scorn of LARG spokesmen, e.g. Foreign Minister Kikhya9s 
statement at Damascus (reported by Beirut press 
November 2) to the effect that the LARG regards any 
request for extradition or trial of commandoes as "absurd 
and unreasonable.,.anyone believing that such is possible 
is silly". Similarly, Qadhafi himself, most recently 
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i n  h i s  October 7  speech  a t  T r i p o l i ,  went o u t  of h i s  way 
t o  p r a i s e  t h e  Japanese  p e r p e t r a t o r s  of t h e  Lod A i r p o r t  
massacre  f o r  having d i s p l a y e d  t h e  " t r u e  Fedayeen s p i r i t " ;  
he a l s o  c la imed t h a t  t h e  LARG is backing mora l ly  and r~ 

f i n a n c i a l l y  " a l l  t h e  Fedayeen" ( T r i p o l i  1615) .  

A s  is h i s  wont, Qadhaf i  would l i k e  t o  have h i s  cake  and 
$@, 

e a t  i t  t o o ;  he  i s o  f a c t 0  a b e t s  Fedayeen t e r r o r i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  3- ibyan  funds ' and  de fends  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  !/ 
anywhere, even though he would p r e f e r  t h a t  a  u n i f i e d  
commando movement, i n  tandem w i t h  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  Arab 
b l o c ,  c o n f i n e  i ts o p e r a t i o n s  t o  occupied  P a l e s t i n e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  I s r a e l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  a l - F a j r  a r t i c l e  t h a t  Qadhaf i  is c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
u s e  of his-a1 and f i n a n c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  t o  l i m i t  
Fedayeen o p e r a t i o n s .  
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